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BULLETIN BOARD 
Sat. Aug. 22, Noon KMA Summer Picnic 
Forestport 
 

Sun.  Aug. 23, 11:30  
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Holy Trinity Church (Polish) 
 

Mon. Sept. 14, 6:00 KMA Meeting PCC 
 
 

Mon. Sept. 25, Noon Flag Raising,  Utica 
City Hall 
 

Mon. Sept. 27, 2:00 Wreath laying Pulaski 
Monument, Memorial Parkway 
 

Wed. Oct. 7 at 2:00  Free John Paul II Book 
Holy Trinity Church Marian room. 
 

Mon. Oct.12, 6:00 KMA Meeting PCC 
 

Sun. Oct.18, 2:00  Movie version of the play 
written by St. John Paul II,  Holy Trinity  
Gymnasium 
 

 Thurs. Oct. 22, 6:00  
Mass Feast Day and day of papal installation of 
Pope St. John Paul II  Holy Trinity Church  
 

Sun. Oct. 25, Open House 1-3 p.m. 
Kopernik Cultural Center Polish Community 
Club  JP II Exhibit 
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A Message From Our President 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

On behalf of the Kopernik As-
sociation, I hope you are all 
staying safe and healthy. As you well know, 
community groups such as ours have not been 
able to meet due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

We miss not being able to hold activities, as we 
have been "on hold" since early Spring. Our 
Executive Committee has been "meeting" re-
motely and discussing future plans. We have 
set dates for certain events, and are being cau-
tiously optimistic that they will come to frui-
tion. It is our hope that we may all get together 
for our activities (tentatively) planned. 
 

In the meantime, we wish you all well, and ea-
gerly look forward to seeing you again.  
 
Sincerely, 
Richard J. Noga, President 

 

   100th Birthday 
    Celebrating the Life and Legacy  

              of Karol Josef Wojtyla 

         1920-2020 



Heritage Month Book Talk  
 

Celebrating the 100th Birthday of St. John Paul, interested readers are invited to read the selection titled 
“Saint John Paul The Great: His Five Loves” by Jason Evert c.2014 by Totus Tuus Press. The author, Ja-
son Evert, has written more than a dozen books and has travelled extensively around the world to speak 
about the Catholic faith. A few questions will be provided with the book as a reading guide. Free books will 
be available in August as soon as those interested register. Group limit 10. The group will meet Wed. Oct. 7 
at 2pm at Holy Tr inity Church’s Marian room. 
 
Francis Cardinal George OMI, Archbishop of Chicago is quoted to say about this book, ”Jason Evert has 
synthesized the life and teaching of Pope John Paul II around the motives that mark a saint’s life: what great 
loves moved him to be the witness to the Gospel, the apostle to the modern world, a mystic who was also 
philosopher and pastor. Reading this book, those who knew him will find themselves smiling and nodding; 
those who never met him will come to know him.” To register contact Mary Currie 315-941-0551 by Au-
gust 15th, and to make ar rangements to receive your  book to read. Registrants will be notified of date 
and time confirmation as well as any COVID updates. 

Movie The Jeweler’s shop 

John Paul II’s play, The Jeweler’s Shop was made into a movie starring Burt Lancaster.  Join us for a  
showing on Sunday Oct. 18 at 2p.m. Holy trinity Gymnasium. Free 

 

        Kopernik Cultural Center Exhibit 

John Paul II his Life and Legacy 

The Cultural Center team has been preparing a special display in honor of the 100th Birthday of St. Pope 
John Paul II, Karol Wojtyla.  The Ellie and Ed Sluszarczyk Library is being transformed for Sunday, Octo-
ber 25 from 1-3 p.m. with a var iety of ar tifacts from our  collection to honor  one of the most influential 
spiritual and political figures from the last century.  
  
The display will include biographical photos of his youth, priesthood and papacy.  Beautifully illustrated 
prints of his poetry about the impact of faith on his beloved country, a variety of paintings and Polish folk  
items bearing his image, a display of his many published books, and a map detailing his prolific pastoral vis-
its will be on display. A movie about his life will be available for viewing in the Kopernik room during the 
event.  
The reception room outside the Cultural Center will provide ample room for social distancing for visiting 
groups with beverages as well as a variety of Polish sweets. Polish items from our boutique will be available 
for purchase so you can shop early for Christmas and promote your Polish Pride.   
If anyone has any UNIQUE item they would like to lend us only for this exhibit please contact Val at (315) 
725-1651. 
Special thanks to our exhibit committee, John Ossowski, Sue and Gary Moszak, Valerie Elacqua, Betty 
Matuszewski, Mary Currie, and Michelle Krul for all of their efforts.   
 

 

Polish American 
HERITAGE 

MONTH 



Kopernik Scholarship Awards 

 
Unfortunately, due the COVID-19 crisis, the Kopernik scholarship 
awards program has been suspended for this year.  We plan to  
resume the program in 2021.   

  KMA 

Scholarship 

 

Kopernik Association Mourns Former President and Supporter 
 Jeanette Nawoj, 94, beloved wife of the late John F. Nawoj was called to join her husband and family on  
January 22, 2020. Jeanette was born in Utica, NY, on July 19, 1925 
 Jeanette was a pillar of the Polish community. She was very proud of her Polish 
heritage. She was the first woman elected to serve as president of the Kopernik 
Memorial Association as well as serving as first vice president and treasurer. She 
and her husband maintained Kopernik Park for 30 years. 
 Jeanette was active in the Solidarity Movement and was instrumental in organ-
izing EMS Global where she was a member of the board of directors. She served 
as  president and vice-president of the Utica Polish Community Club. Jeanette was 
an excellent Polish cook and cooked many Polish delicacies for the Polish commu-
nity. 
was a member of the White Eagle Association Kopernik Memorial Association and The Polish Community 
Club. 
 She took great pride in teaching her sons the true meaning of their Polish heritage.  Jeanette was the organ-
izer of the General Casimir Pulaski parade, the wreath-laying ceremonies and the Military Ball and Dinner for 
many years. The last parade Jeanette organized in 1994 was dedicated to the 416th Bomb Wing at Griffiss Air 
Force Base in Rome, NY. On October 6, 1991, a resolution was presented by the Dept. of Legislation, City of 
Utica, wherein it stated: "Whereas, Jeanette Nawoj has promoted numerous Polish-American events in grand 
style and tradition and is appreciated for her contributions to our community." In 1996 she was the recipient 
of the traveling Michael Dziedzic Award for her contributions to Polonia in chairing the parades and military 
balls. Jeanette was the recipient of the 1998 Kopernik Distinguished Polonian Award in recognition of out-
standing service. In 1999, she was the recipient of the Utica Polish Festival Award of Excellence for Out-
standing Leadership in promoting Polish culture and Polonian ethnic ideals. 
 KMA is grateful for her leadership and contributions to our organization.   

Kopernik Summer Picnic 

Join us for a relaxing outdoor afternoon on the lake in 

Forestport for our summer picnic with our host 

Michele Krul.  Please let us know what dish you will 

bring to pass by calling Joanne at (315) 272-8556  and 

for directions to camp!  Don’t miss a fabulous time!!  



Memberships  2020  

*indicates ACPC dues 
 Joseph Bednarczyk  *Clara Biedrzycki   

John & Patricia Biernat  Elizabeth Buck   

*Theresa Bunk  Jane Carville  *Helen Chomin  Jane Cognetto   

* Mary Currie  Irene Czuryla  

* Mary Demco  Carol Dinger  Fr. Paul Drobin  Nicholas & Genevieve Dudish  Janet Dwyer  

* Valerie Elacqua  Denise Erwin  Lorraine Fava  * James Gemza  Jane Godlewski   

* Phyllis Goworek  Gerald Guzski  Michael Hayduk  * G.Irene Hummel  Dariusz Jablonski  

Daniel Jadlowski  Henry Jaworski  Bob Johnson    Dennis & Sybil Johnson   

Michael Jordan  Mark Kantor  Jeffery Karas  Brian & Karen Karwowski     Patricia Key   

Joseph Kowalczyk  Theresa Kozien  * Sandy Kujawski  Charles Kupiec  Edward & Krystyna Lambrych  Ed-

mund Lasek *Thomas & Ewa Lawrence  * Mary Ann Lepkowski  *Lorraine Lewandowski  *Stephen & Angela 

Lewesko and daughter  Frank and Virginia Loin   

Theresa Mack  Danielle Mangini Sylvia Mantelli  * Robert Maziarz  Carol McCoy   

Wanda Miller  Suzanne Mlynarczyk  Zosia Murray  Karen Neary  *Richard Noga   

John Ossowski  * Bernard Peplinski  Ginger Pieloch Camille Pryputniewicz  Ted & Joan Rajchel  Dr. Robert & 

Patricia Roback  Sharon Scotti  Stacey Scotti  Ellie Selwach  Jim Skorulski   

* Gary Sroka  * Arlene Stanulevich  *Judy Stanulevich  * Edward Starczewski  Joanne Szczygiel   

Denise Tan  Marlene Tupaj  Constance Vendetta  * Kay Venitelli  Theodore Wadas   

Stanley & Barbara Walerski   Eileen Waskiewicz  James Wasielewski  Holly Wise  

* Jean Wolcott   Joanne Wrobel   Thomas Zdanowicz  

PAID DUES 

Popular PBS Series About Poland seeks Financial Support  
 
"Flavor Of Poland" is the 13 episode series that has been shown on PBS since January 2020. 
In each episode the host, Alexandra August, provides highlights of a specific region of Po-
land, telling viewers about local history, heritage, and features of the area. Featuring a 
glimpse of regional cuisine, Alexandra recreates, in her own kitchen one of the popular 
dishes . The program successfully promotes Poland around the USA. The last episode about 
Zakopane aired on Mon. July 27, 2020 CREATE, part of the PBS network.  
 
Due to its great success on American television, viewers are requesting DVDs of the shows as well as an al-
bum cookbook with pictures of the regions, history and culinary recipes. The DVDs will come as a set of 4 
with all 13 shows included. To finance the project donations can be sent in. Organizations or groups are en-
couraged to support the project. There is an immediate need for three hundred donations of $100. each. Every-
one who donates $100. will receive either a DVD set or an Album-Cookbook. For information to advertise a 
person, family, company, foundation, etc. in each set, or to make a donation of $100, please contact: Halina 
Koralewski, 83-37 264th St., Floral Park, NY 11004. 
 



Special Request 

The Kopernik Memorial Association was proud to welcome to Utica Dr. Rafal Kus from  

Jagellionian University in Poland during the Spring semester of 2019.  Kopernik members met 
with him at the welcome reception held on campus and he attended some of our organization’s events and 
dinners during his recent visit to Utica. Dr. Kus was a visiting professor at Utica College under the umbrella 
of the Joseph P. Furgal endowment fund at the college.  
He was enthusiastic about our organization and its purpose and wanted to write an article about us for the 
online journal “Studia Migracyjne” Migration Studies – Review of Polish Diaspora. We have estab-
lished such a wonderful relationship with him that we would be grateful if you would find some time to re-
spond to his appeal as soon as possible.  His request is simple.  In his words: 

1. How long have you been associated with the KMA? 
2. Have you served in a specific function (chairperson, treasurer) in the KMA?    
3. What were your reasons for joining the KMA? 
4. Are you associated with any other Polish American organizations in the U.S.? 
5. What is – for you - the most important aspect of the functioning of the KMA? 
6. What are the activities of the KMA that make you most proud? 
7. Are there any aspects of the functioning of the KMA that you are worried about? 
8. Would you describe the KMA as a political or religious organization as well? 
9. Do young Polish Americans of Utica participate in the activities of the KMA as vigorously as the older 
generations? 
10. What role does the KMA play in the Utica community? Does it cooperate with other ethnic associa-
tions? What is the general attitude of the American public and authorities towards the KMA? 
11. How do you see the future of the KMA? 
12. Have you ever been to Poland? Do you cultivate ties with your relatives in Poland? 

“If you don’t like any of my questions, just disregard them. Could you please distribute the questionnaire among 
the KMA members (and ask them to send their answers to rkus80@gmail.com)? I would be so glad to hear from 
friends from the Association!” 

Poland Marks Centennial of World-changing Battle   
Reprinted with permission from the Polish American Journal July-August issue 

by Robert Strybel  
 

WARSAW — This year marks the 100th anniversary of the historic Battle of Warsaw, believed to have 
saved Europe from a bloody communist takeover. It was also been called the Miracle of the Vistula since 
Poland came very close to defeat. Poland’s Chief of State Józef Piłsudski had hoped to create a federation 
of Poland, the Baltic States and Ukraine, approximating the sprawling pre-partition Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth. To prevent a possible repeat of the 18th-century partitions, he felt Poland needed an ethnic 
buffer separating it from aggressive, land-hungry Russia. Piłsudski led a military expedition to Kijów (now 
Ukrainian Kyïv) to help safeguard the newly created independent Ukrainian republic. Unfortunately, the 
combined forces under his command and those of Ukrainian leader Symon Petlura could not withstand a 
massive Soviet counteroffensive. During the summer of 1920, Soviet forces managed to penetrate deep into 
Polish territory as far west as the city of Toruń. Although on the verge of total defeat, Poland ultimately 
managed to pull together, muster its forces and repel the invading Bolshevik hordes. Volunteers eagerly dug 
trenches around Warsaw. Boys of 13 and 14 tried to enlist and fashionable ladies donated their gold wed-
ding bands and other jewelry towards the war effort. Polish cryptographers had broken Russia’s secret mili-
tary code and could intercept messages to and from Bolshevik commanders. Piłsudski’s brilliant tactical 
maneuver took the Soviets by surprise and sealed their ultimate defeat. The 1921 Peace of Riga resolved the 
conflict and created a border that would last until World War II. Britain’s ambassador to Germany, Edgar 
Vincent d’Abernon, called the conflict the “18th most decisive battle in world history.” Germany was then 
seething with revolutionary ferment and the Red Army would have been welcomed by German workers as 
liberators from capitalist oppression. Had Poland been defeated, Lenin may well have realized his dream of 
spreading communism across Europe all the way to the Atlantic. Since 1998, a re-enactment of the Battle of 
Radzymin is held annually on August 15. This year’s event, which promised to be more spectacular than 
ever, was cancelled due to the pandemic.  

mailto:rkus80@gmail.com


The Importance of Organizing and Sharing Your Genealogical Research 
Reprinted with permission from the Polish American Journal April 2020 issue 

 by Stephen M. Szabados  
 

Start enjoying your Genealogy Research. Get organized! There are many reasons why being organized is 
essential. My greatest joy came from finding more records and answering more questions once I became 
better organized. The positive feeling I had gave me positive re-enforcement and gave me more enjoy-
ment from my hard work.  

Initially, I collected personal papers, photos, and stories and 
then added the names and dates to the genealogy forms, such as 
family trees and group sheets. This basic data allowed me to 
find census records and other documents from online collections 
and archives. I was excited because I was filling out my family 
tree. When I tried to share this information with family mem-
bers, they were usually confused and reluctant to take the time 
to read the documents. They were not excited about my research 
like I was. Their reluctance made me rethink my approach, and I 
realized that the stories were more important than the docu-
ments.  

I then reviewed different reports available from various genealogy software but found none that was easy 
to use and understand by non-genealogists. They did not tell the stories. Using Microsoft Word, I started 
recording my information in summaries for each direct ancestor. I listed each piece of information and 
story in chronological order in the summary. I also included photos, maps, and documents next to the text 
to help illustrate the information. I added other materials to the document at the end of the narrative. 
Sometimes, I included notes to myself to do future research when I could find time or resources. I high-
light these notes by using red type.  

My research efforts had many starts and stops, and this format enabled me to restart my research faster 
when I had time to return to it. It also allowed me to quickly focus on what to do next, and I could easily 
find the data I needed to do the next search. Because the format helped me correlate and analyze my re-
search more efficiently, my research became more accurate. The stories began to emerge from the gath-
ered information, and the summaries were readable and increased the interest of family members. They 
suddenly asked questions and freely offered what they knew. The format also reminded them of many 
stories found deep in their memories. The exchange of information was amazing, and the family history 
grew.  

Genealogy is not just the collection of names. Our ancestors were living human beings who interacted 
with the people around them. The documents and information we find contain stories about our ances-
tors. Our challenge is to review the information and see the stories hidden in the facts and then share 
them with our family.  

It is critical to organize our data in a format that can be easily read by all the members of your family, 

both present and future. Go beyond the names and dates and find the stories buried in the documents. Get 

organized. Find a way to write the stories and save them for your future generations.  



Continuing our Genealogical Research during the Shutdown  
Reprinted with permission from the Polish American Journal July-August  2020 issue 

by Stephen M. Szabados  

 
Are you bored? Are you becoming a couch potato? Our libraries, historical museums, and 
Family History Centers are closed. How can we do research? Actually, now is a great time 
to do all the research we have been putting off because we did not have the time. Before 
the shutdown, there are many online opportunities, and many were free. Today, genealogy 
groups and companies are adapting to this new situation and trying to make many more 
resources available.  

FROM HOME, WE CAN DO THE FOLLOWING: Officials have closed libraries, but online resources are 
still available from your home. An added feature is that Ancestry is allowing access to AncestryLibrary Edi-
tion from home. This database is an excellent addition to our online arsenal during the shutdown. Do not for-
get to scour through newspapers.com pages for your ancestors if your library has this fantastic resource in 
their collection. HeritageQuest and MyHeritage are two other useful resources that some libraries offer. One 
downside to having your library closed is no access to Familysearch’s film library. So far, FamilySearch has 
not flipped a switch and made these digital images available from home. However, you can go to your li-
brary’s parking lot and should be able to connect to the library’s server as if you are inside the building. From 
the parking lot, you should have access to FamilySearch’s film library. This method is not the best-case solu-
tion but the only one available. Some people have reported that they have been able to access Family History 
Files from the parking lot of their Family History Center. However, I believe that you may need a church 
sign-on to do this. Lastly, do not forget the free websites we used before the shutdown for Polish records 
such as Geneteka, Metryki, Polish National Archives, and many more. (see the list on PGSA at https://
pgsa.org/ polish-sites/) 

Do not forget last month’s genealogy column – this is a great time to organize and start writing your family 
history. The method I described helps you organize your information to do better research, but it is also the 
beginning format for your family history. Get organized now. NOW IS A GREAT TIME to improve your 
genealogical skills and knowledge. 

Genealogy conferences and local society meetings are canceled, but many groups are going online. Some 
state societies have been using online webinars, but now I see some local societies have begun using this for-
mat. In fact, I gave my April program to the DuPage County Genealogical Society as an online webinar. I 
have also seen some groups rescheduling their in-person conference to online webinars. Other sources for 
online webinars on videos: The Learning Center on FamilySearch.org has a vast collection of videos on most 
genealogical topics. This resource is free, and probably my first choice for a genealogical educational re-
source. Another great resource is the webinar library at FamilyTreeWebinars.com. This library is a collection 
of webinars that have been recorded from the live presentation. There is an excellent selection of topics, and 
all are well-done. The most recent webinars are free to view for a limited time after the live presentation. You 
will need a subscription to view the entire collection. The subscription costs $49.95 is worth it.  

So, stop being a couch potato. Keep going on your family history research. You have more time to do more. 
Remember to have fun. Niech Bóg Wam Błogosławi i otoczy opieką. God Bless and Stay Safe. 

 

  

Polish Proverb 

Dużo grzybów sierpniowych, dużo zawiei śniegowych.  

Big August mushrooms, big winter storms.  
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